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artist who painted and captured the es-
sence of the Nevada statehood in the
Forever Stamp.

A resident of Reno, NV, Ron Spears is
a university professor with a master’s
in fine art. His career is decorated with
many different projects, ranging from
illustrations on casino games, book
covers, magazine articles, and even il-
lustrations for Magic: The Gathering,
Dungeons and Dragons, Harry Potter
Card Game, Upper Deck, Blizzard En-
tertainment, and others. Now, Ron can
add the Nevada Statehood Forever
Stamp to his long list of works of art.
His contribution to our State’s history
is something to be both commended
and applauded. Ron’s creativity glows
from this stamp commemorating Ne-
vada’s sesquicentennial.

The brilliance and the vision that
Ron discovered on his 2-year travels
throughout this great State exempli-
fies the very inspiration that was born
on October 31, 1864. Just beyond the
neon lights of the Las Vegas Strip sits
the stunning red rocks and bright blue
skies that set the stage for a destina-
tion that is hard to miss, the Valley of
Fire, Nevada’s oldest State park. The
magnificent formations of sandstone
and dunes are what make this park a
truly unique and brilliant place, one
that I am glad was captured for our
stamp. To say that I was struck by
Ron’s workmanship and vision would
be an understatement.

I am truly proud that we are able to
showcase this incredible achievement
that I am sure will serve as a model for
other artists and pioneers, right here
in Nevada. Today I ask my colleagues
and residents of the Silver State to
join me in recognizing Ron for this
great achievement and honor.e

——

TRIBUTE TO MR. JOEY LEE

e Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, today
I honor Joseph ‘‘Joey’ Lee for his out-
standing achievements as a teacher at
Pinkerton Academy in Derry, NH. Mr.
Lee is the New Hampshire Department
of Education’s Granite State Teacher
of the Year for 2014, selected from a
field of 36 nominees.

Mr. Lee is also New Hampshire’s can-
didate for the National Teacher of the
Year award, the Nation’s oldest and
most prestigious program focused on
excellence in teaching.

In May, Mr. Lee visited Washington,
DC, to meet President Obama and dis-
cuss education initiatives with rep-
resentatives from the Department of
Education.

Born in Hooksett and a graduate of
Plymouth State University, Mr. Lee
has taught at Pinkerton Academy for 6
years. A social studies teacher, he cur-
rently teaches cultural geography
while also coaching golf, directing the
hockey program and co-advising the
China Exchange Program.

Mr. Lee has a talent for connecting
with students, recognizing their unique
strengths and challenges and adapting
his teaching style to their needs. He is
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passionate about applying classroom
content to real-life situations.

The New Hampshire Department of
Education recognized Mr. Lee for his
conviction and passion for teaching,
his energy in the classroom and his
commitment to his students. I con-
gratulate Mr. Lee on the honor of being
the Granite State Teacher of the
Year.e

———
TRIBUTE TO BILL LONERGAN

e Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize Bill Lonergan for his
exemplary leadership as assistant prin-
cipal of Pinkerton Academy in Derry,
NH. Bill was named Assistant Principal
of the Year by the New Hampshire As-
sociation of School Principals for com-
mitment to helping students succeed.

A 1980 graduate of Pinkerton Acad-
emy, Mr. Lonergan first returned to
the school as a student teacher in the
English department. He soon became a
full-time member of the staff, both
teaching and serving as associate dean
of students. In total, he has worked at
Pinkerton for 21 years.

Mr. Lonergan developed Pinkerton’s
“Freshman Academy’ program, work-
ing with parents, teachers and students
to ease the transition from area middle
schools to the high school level. The
program, which is among Mr.
Lonergan’s many accomplishments, is
personalized to each student’s
strengths and interests, and has im-
proved academic performance and inte-
gration into the Pinkerton community.

Mr. Lonergan’s vision and dedication
have made a difference for countless
students. I am pleased to recognize his
contributions to Pinkerton Academy,
and congratulate him on being named
Assistant Principal of the Year.e

———
REMEMBERING HANK LAURICELLA

e MR. VITTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the memory of Hank
Lauricella, a beloved community lead-
er from Harahan, LA, who tragically
passed away in March of this year.
Hank was born in 1930 and would have
turned 84 on October 19.

I was truly honored to serve with
Hank in the Louisiana Legislature, al-
beit in different bodies. In all of my
many dealings with Hank, he was a
pure class act and a truly dedicated
public servant. Hank was never a show
horse out to grab media or other atten-
tion. He was a workhorse who got im-
portant, concrete things done, particu-
larly in the area of economic develop-
ment and transportation infrastruc-
ture.

Hank was born in Harahan, LA, and
attended Holy Cross High School. Fol-
lowing his time at Holy Cross High
School, Hank attended the University
of Tennessee, where he received his
bachelors of science in business admin-
istration. While at Tennessee, Hank
was a standout athlete who gained im-
mense national recognition. He was a
member of the 1951 national champion-
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ship team at the University of Ten-
nessee and was first runner-up for the
Heisman Trophy. In 1981, Hank was ap-
propriately elected to the College
Football Hall of Fame.

Following his college career and a
year playing professional football with
the Dallas Texans, Hank served as a
first lieutenant in the U.S. Army from
1953 to 1955, with 1 year of his service in
Korea. After his service in the Army,
Hank returned to Louisiana where he
joined the family business, John L.
Lauricella and Sons, now known as
Lauricella Land Company. In that role,
Hank was instrumental in providing
strong leadership in guiding the com-
pany as they transitioned from residen-
tial to commercial real estate develop-
ment.

For over 30 years, Hank served the
Jefferson Parish community and in-
deed all of Louisiana in both the State
House and the State Senate. During his
time in the State legislature, Hank
made economic development one of his
top priorities. Hank promoted legisla-
tion that benefited the Louisiana Su-
perdome, the Morial Convention Cen-
ter, Louis Armstrong International
Airport, the Port of New Orleans, and
the Pontchartrain Center. Hank also
served as an effective leader in many
other roles. He was an original member
of the Superdome Stadium Commission
and played an instrumental role in the
construction of the Superdome. Hank
served on the boards for the Port of
New Orleans, the World Trade Center
of New Orleans, the Jefferson Business
Council, and he served as the first
chairman of the Board of the Jefferson
Community Foundation.

Hank Lauricella was a man of many
talents and interests. Not only was
Hank a superior athlete, he also had a
passion for gardening and cooking. He
loved to cook using the tomatoes,
basil, and rosemary that he grew in his
own garden.

Of course Hank is lovingly remem-
bered by his wife of 61 years, Betty, his
four sons and one daughter, and his fif-
teen grandchildren. But well beyond
that, Hank is remembered as a great
friend and true public servant by the
entire extended community which he
served so ably.

I am so pleased to join them in con-
tinuing to remember and honor Hank
Lauricella, a man who provided a great
example of leadership through his serv-
ice to others and his community.e

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:15 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4810. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to enter into contracts for
the provision of hospital care and medical
services at non-Department of Veterans Af-
fairs facilities for Department of Veterans
Affairs patients with extended waiting times
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